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Committee Study Backs
Keeping Piermont Cops

t various times, Piermonters

have been beset by doubts

bout whether they are get-

ting the most bang for their ever-
increasing tax bucks, particularly
from the Police Department, which
absorbs more than 30 percent of
the village budget. Skyrocketing
police salaries and benefits have
focused attention on this arm of
local government, reminding some
longtime residents of public meet-
ings where overflow audiences
debated whether we should drop
the police force as too costly and
throw our lot in with Orangetown.
It was a prospect that the public
consistently and heatedly rejected.
The Piermont 2000 Committee,
a group of citizens appointed by
the Mayor to examine all aspects of

village government, formed a sub-
committee on law enforcement. It
looked into alternatives to the pre-
sent police force, their practicality
and cost.

The subcommittee interviewed
police and c¢ivilan officials in
neighboring communities and at
home, and has just submitted its
report to the Mayor. It is perhaps
the first time that Piermont has
undertaken such a study. Its con-
clusions show that the village is on
the right course with its costly but
effective police department, and
that relief for taxpayers does not lie
Just around the corner.

First, the subcommittee looked
into sharing the load with the
neighboring villages of Grand View
and South Nyack by joining them

SEPTEMBER 1996

VILLAGE QUESTIONNAIRE
ON THE WAY

The 2000 Committee wants your
opinion. By the end of October it will
be sending every Piermont taxpayer a
comprehensive questionnaire on a
wide range of village issues.

You'll be asked how you feel about
the police, commercial development,
pier access, parking and many other
issues. Your answers will help guide
officials when they make the deci-
sions that will carry Piermont into the
new century and beyond.

The replies should be tallied and
ready for everyone to see by early
next year.

in a single riverfront force. Both
communities showed interest, but
a letter from Grand View soon
raised an obstaclé. It demanded

continued on page 12
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President's Corner

ether they did it
purposefully or not,
the 348 Piermont vot-

ers who are registered blank
(meaning no party affiliation), and
the 55 who are affiliated with
minor parties, chose not to be part
of the process of picking our
elected village officials.

Who can blame them for shun-
ning the major parties, you might
ask. After all, Republican-Demo-
crat bickering has twice in the
past year shut down the federal
government, and both parties
take shameless advantage of their
own loosely written campaign
finance laws.

And it's clear that Piermont’s
minor members — 17 Con-
servatives, 10 Independence Party
members and nine each Liberals
and Right-to-Lifers — are
political and philosophical decla-
rations with their registration.

However, to the Real Politics of
Piermont, none of this makes the
slightest difference. Although our
mayor, John Zahn, is a Republi-
can, we don't actually have a two
party system here.  The
Democrats, with 667 registered
voters simply blow away the GOP,
who count only 179 souls.

In case you blanks and minor
party members haven't given vil-
lage politics much thought, here’s
how it works in Piermont: The
Democratic caucus, a gathering
limited strictly to registered
Democrats, decides who will run

for mayor and
trustee. Since this
is a one-party town, the

slate the caucus picks often
runs without opposition. In effect,
if you're anything but a registered
Democrat, you've lost your vote.

Yes, it is true that at times in
recent years a group of dissident
Democrats, unhappy with the
caucus'’s choices, has successfully
run its own candidates under the
Village Party label. That’s one rea-
son we have a Republican mayor.
But, believe me, without the sup-
port of many unhappy Democrats
who were willing to work incredi-
bly hard, the Republicans didn’t
have a chance of getting him
elected.

The Newsletter is published four
times a year by the Piermont Civic
Association, Box 454, Piermont, NY
10968

Contributors to this issue: Bob
Cone, Rosemary Cone, Greg
Creedon, Margaret Grace, Grace
Mitchell, Robert Silarski

Issue Editor: Bob Samuels

Layout and Design: Julle Jackson

Advertising: Marilyn Heitman

If you want to have a real voice
in choosing our Mayor and Village
Board, you need to become a reg-
istered Democrat (remember, you
can still vote for any candidate you
want in general elections). It's very
easy.

The Rockland Board of Elections
(638-5172) will send you the forms
to register or change your registra-
tion. Post Offices and libraries
should also have the forms.

Hope to see you next year at
the next Piermont Democratic
caucus!

~ Bob Samuels

- - o o~~~

New Faces on the
Democratic Committee

r the first time since 1984
ngermont Democrats voted for
Committee Members during
the September primary. As a
result, seven of the eight seats in
Piermont's two districts are now
filled by new committee members.
In District 1, they're Ed Traynor,
Jamie Howarth, Dianne Rossi, and
Flo Gross. District 33 elected Art
Rittenberg, Karen Brown, Greg
Toner, and Leslie Stewart. Art Rit-
tenberg is the only veteran member
who remains on the Committee.
At its first meeting the Commit-
tee chose Stewart, Howarth and
Toner as co-chairpersons.

10,000 TITLES SPECIALIZING IN

FOREIGN & CLASSIC FILMS

535 PIERMONT AVE.
PIERMONT. N.Y. 10968

RIC PANTALE

E & F FLORIST

249 Ferdon Avenue
Piermont, N.Y. 10968

(914) 359-5604
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s workers apply spackle and
A trim to the new “Paradise”
ts out at the east end of
the pier property, much remains
undecided about the final piece in
the Piermont Landing puzzle. Vil-
lage officials and developers are
still debating the fate of the prop-
erty nearest the village. It includes
Building 28, the massive old fac-
tory facing the river, and Building
41, the low slung metal building
near Pier Road.

Village officials know there is
much at stake. “Throughout the
entire project, developers have
pummeled successive Village
Boards with requests for additional
units, ‘necessary to make the pro-
ject viable,” says, Planning Board
Chairman Charlie Berger. “We've
been through one financial failure
(Carlyle) and want to make quite
- certain we don’t have another.”

The original plan for the entire
Piermont Landing project called for
252 dwelling units. Before this last
proposal came in, the village had
approved an additional 36 units.

The developers of Buildings 28
and 41 already have the right to
build 83 dwelling units. In their
first proposal, they wanted an
additional 50, but officials turned
them down. Now they’re asking for
an additional 43.

The Village Board has offered
just 30 more units, but stressed
that before it- grants its full
approval, it needs to settle several

More Pier Pressure

Unhappy with just 30 more, the
developers are back at their draw-
ing boards, trying to settle design
and financial matters that might
persuade the village to be more lib-
eral.

Any plan they devise also must
satisfy the Village Board's traffic
and parking concerns. The propos-
als already submitted offer much
more generous visitor parking than
currently exists on the pier.
Trustee Fred Devan (himself a
Landing resident) pointed out that
visitor parking for current Pier-
mont Landing residents is virtually
nonexistent, and a constant source
of frustration.

The new section’s density, and
the way it fits in with both with the
downtown and the existing devel-

opment, are also important out-
standing issues. The board wants
the project to present a low-rise
look from Ferry Road, says Trustee
Rod Johnson. It also wants to
avoid the “walled village within a
village" of earlier proposals.

Fire fighting concerns are
another issue. While the b
must meet fire codes, the Plermont
Fire Department worries about fire
fighting access to the new struc-
tures. The volunteers will need
additional training in battling
blazes in multistory complexes.
The developers have offered to pay
for this :

Worried about rising village
taxes caused by the slow progress,
Mayor John Zahn is impatient to

continued on page 5

e R

New Pavilion Playground Needs Your Support

espite its name, Mop Top
DPark. the new playground

being planned for the south
side of the Goswick Pavilion, will
have attractions for Piermonters of
every age, says Trustee Ronnie
Hickey. She conceived the plan.

It will include a boccie court,
horseshoe pit, swings and motor
development areas or fun stations
for kids. Hickey and Trustee Linda
Hacker/Toner say we need the

arca doesn't offer much for non-
ballplayers.

What with the budget squeeze,
the Village Board wants to build
the facility with donations. They
have put a Giraffe scale up in
Kennedy Park so residents can
keep track of how much they have
given.

The trustees are asking you to
make your check out to the Mop
Top Park Committee and mail it to

serious  outstanding issues. playground because the Pavilion 478 Piermont Avenue.
9 PARADISE AVE.
O, o s alan i. rosenfeid. dds.
PARADISE BOATS INC.
Rowl)oat & Canoe Rent_al:
office hours byooppoimmom
WOODEN BOATS tel. (914) 359-1770
CONSTRUCTION GUIDED TOURS 229 11. 303
& RENOVATIONS (914) 359-0073 fappan, n.y. 10983
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Stop at the Oasis Grill; Gyros, Fuel and Classic Cars

n a warm afternoon in September we sat out-
side the Oasis Grill in Palisades, watching the
activity as cars pulled off OW and drivers
parked haphazardly near the counter to give their
orders, and take their lunch to one of several tables
under the shade of umbrellas. The menu offers a

choice of Middle Eastern and.American dishes, pre-
pared by Khaled Elkady, owner-proprietor and chef.
Elkady is a young man from Egypt who left home only
five years ago to move to Nyack and marry an Ameri-
can.

The food we sampled that day, and on a later occa-
sion, was fresh and appealing. I ordered falafel for the
first time, and we also had chicken kabob and a plat-
ter of carefully grilled eggplant, zucchini and red pep-
per with mozzarella cheese. On another afternoon I
shared a gyro with a friend (grilled vegetables in a pita
pocket), enough for two, equally well-prepared.

Elkady makes Greek salads with feta, cucumber,
tomato, onion and olives; a tabouli-bulghur salad; and
a combination platter with tabouli, humus, baba (egg-
plant appetizer), feta and cucumber. The grilled
chicken comes with a garlic sauce on pita, as does the
falafel, a vegetarian burger combining parsley, tomato,
onions and tahini sauce with low-fat sour cream.

All the ingredients are low in fat — healthy foods —
fresh vegetables, mostly grilled. They are prepared
with a light touch, carefully, on the spot. Were it not
for OW traffic, I should say they are cooked and served
in a pastoral setting.

American foods include hot dogs with homemade
chili, sauerkraut or sautéed onions; hamburgers with
parsley, onions and garlic, served on pita or roll;
cheeseburgers, French fries, and a soup of the day.

At breakfast, you can order an egg sandwich with
bacon, sausage or ham for $.99; a buttered roll, or a
muffin. Patrons come at all hours. Some spend a good
part of a pleasant afternoon over lunch. Others buy for
takeout, lunch or dinner.

Pcople walk over from IBM or necarby Lamont. In
addition, Oasis enjoys the loyalty of local residents.

Elkady says he has always loved cooking, and as a
resident of Paradise Avenue in Piermont he dreams of
opening a Piermont restaurant where people could
enjoy his food inside or out. He will be shutting Oasis
down this fall when the weather becomes too harsh. If
he hasn't found a Piermont connection in the next few
months, he plans to return to Egypt to visit his mother
until he can reopen the Oasis next spring.

He first ran “Top Dog” at the same 9W location,
where he cooked all kinds of sausages from a trailer.
The number of dogs painted on its outside, both pro-
moting the menu and living up to its name, attracted
the attention of passers-by.

There's a good takeout menu available for the ask-
ing, with prices that range from $1.25 for a hot dog to
$3.75 for the chicken kabob or grilled chicken. The
telephone number is 365-1320.

Alongside the Oasis is the well-known landmark,
Sneden’s Landing Vintage Gas Station. You can’t miss

NY (914) 365-2886 MIKE DIMEGLIO

ALL CAR AUTO SUPPLY, INC.
“EVERYTHING AUTOMOTNE "
PAINT + BODY SUPPLIES * TOOLS * TIRES

51-57 RT. 303  TAPPAN, NY 10983
TAPPAN PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER

QY
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RALRIRTH
42 S Main Street, Piermont, VY

1800189




VNN NN NN 0 00 80 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 s st st s s s s g s s o o I s s s s o ot s s o s s 1 s s s o o o o o i s i s ot i I s

the old cars parked around both
sides and behind the station. They
are rented for movies and com-
mercials, and the station is often
used as is the location itself. Jerry
McSpirit is the best-known source
of cars of all ages supplied to film-
makers in this area.

More of his cars are down in
Edgewater, NJ; but he specializes
in cars from the ‘30’s, a few of
which appeared on Piermont
streets for the filming of Woody
Allen’s “Purple Rose of Cairo.” He
is presently supplying cars for a
Sylvester Stallone movie and in
October will be taking a travel
trailer up to the Red Apple Rest for
a new Woody Allen film.

He mentioned the other day that
many of his cars are English,
including Rolls Royces and a ‘51
Riley convertible.

The ambiance is noteworthy at
this roadside Palisades attraction,
with cars and vans nestling among
the goldenrods of the woods
beyond, and happy motorists find-
ing a true oasis in which to stop
and buy a picnic lunch in amaz-
ingly rural surroundings. As
Elkady put it, “I live on Paradise
and work at the Oasis—it’s nearly
heaven.”

~ Rosemary Cone

PIER PRESSURE
continued from page

see Piermont Land-
ing completed.

“We have been liv-
ing with this unfin-
ished project for so
long,” he says, “and
here we have a
viable development
group ready to finish
Piermont Landing. I
see the issue not so
much about the
actual additional
dwelling units, but
as our making sure
that this project gets
completed, and on
terms that corre-
spond with our vil-
lage goals.

“The commercial
traffic troubles peo-
ple in this village on
weekends, and they
are sick of looking at
that dilapidated fac-
tory building,” he
continues. “A par-
ticularly important
feature of the plan
for this last phase is
that it eliminates the possibility of
any commercial use for Buildings
28 and 41.”

Meanwhile, at Paradise at Pier-
mont, they have sold 50 of the 82
units. Occupancy of the town-

houses closest to the village (Erie
Court) is expected to begin in mid-
October, with the next cluster (Cot-

tonwood Court) looking at
November occupancy.
~ Margaret Grace

)
Ioe"w“ Cs

4EENSNNNNNNNN A FULL SERVICE SALON

211 ASH STREET, PIERMONT, NY 10968 * 914-359-6295

ARTISANS

474 Pilermont Ave., Piermont, NY
(914) 359-6639

Outstanding collection
of fine & estate jewelry.
Contemporary jewelry
in gold, silver &
gemstones.
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n a Sunday
morning,
just after

Labor Day, a film
crew from England
unloads its gear
from rented vans
parked at Bill
Herguth’s Paradise
Boats. Helping
movie companies is
just part of the rou-
tine at this small
but flourishing Pier-
mont business
which is on Par-
adise - Avenue just
after the traffic
light.

Anatonita
Benedek, an associ-
ate producer with
Third Eye Produc-
tions, supervises
the operation, the
filming of a docu-
mentary with the
Piermont Marsh as
a backdrop.

Bill, smiling, his
good eye flashing,
helps load the
wooden boat he handmade six
years ago, along with some canoes
he’s renting to the group. Bill's old
friend and neighbor, Drew
Ciganek, serves as the guide today.
The trip will be part of a BBC sci-
ence show and a PBS “Nova” spe-
cial.

While all this is going on, a bicy-
clist from Nyack waits patiently to
rent a canoe. He'll be exploring the
miles of tiny waterways, such as
Crumkill Creek, in the 1,000 acre
Piermont marsh.

Bill Herguth’s Paradise Boats
Gives Paddlers Marsh Views

Bill grew up in the old Piermont,
a village which today’s new resi-
dents wouldn't recognize. “The
paper plant, you could smell it a
mile away,” he recalls.

His grandfather opened the Pier-
mont Garage in 1913. Bill still
owns the building, which now
houses Piermont Pictures Video
and Buttercup and Friends. His
grandfather sold Pontiacs and
Chryslers and outboard motors in
the place. He also worked on the
sealed beam headlight, an inven-

tion bought by

Thomas Edison.
Bill's father
worked at the
garage too. It

pumped gas until
1988.

It was in Pier-
mont as a boy that
Bill had an acci-
dent with a BB
gun that cost him
his left eye. He
often wears an eye
patch, giving him a
roguish pirate
look. Astonish-
ingly, both his
grandfather and
father also lost
eyes: his dad from
a tree branch, and
his grandfather
from a chip off a
chisel.

When he was
12, his family
moved to Congers.
He kept coming
back to Piermont
throughout the
years, drawn by~
the river and the marsh. After fin-
ishing high school, he painted
automobiles, studying at Rockland
Community College in the evening.

In 1975, he moved back to the
Piermont marsh, which remains a
focus of his life today. In 1990, he
starting expanding the boat house.
It sits next to the house he grew up
in. "It was fine for me and my wife
Kathleen,” he remembers. Then,
along came his two daughters,
Carolyn, four, and Sarah, two, and
the need for more space, prompt-

AR

503 Piermont Avenue, Piermont, NY 10968

(914) 359-0700
Dr. Muriel Prince Warren
Psychotherapist
‘_ Piermon&
| o . 523 Route 303
e tﬂ Wines & L“I“ors Orangeburg, NY 10962

240 East 76th Street
New York, NY 10021 N.Y. Cert. #PR020091-1
George T. Flobeck (212) 988-9602 N.J. Lic. #SC 01585

(914) 365-0801 Fax: (914) 365-4001




ing the construction which contin-
ues today.

Bill takes an active part in village
affairs. He serves on the Planning
Board, the Conservation Commit-
tee and the local board of the
National Estuarine Research
Reserve Commission: The Com-
misson oversees the Piermont
Marsh. “The success of the marsh
means success for me,” Bill says
frankly. “We have to share the
town with a lot of people,” he adds,
and he knows it goes for the marsh
as well.

He seems certain that people will
understand how important it is to
preserve this resource once they
explore its incredible nooks

and crannies. It is, after all, the
largest brackish tidal marsh on the
Hudson River, Bill points out.

If you're interested in seeing this
great local wildlife sanctuary for
yourself, you can rent a canoe (Bill
has ten of them) for $44 a day or
$12 an hour for the first and sec-
ond hours. It's $6 for the third and
fourth hours and $4 for the fifth
and sixth.

For a rowboat (there are just
two), it’s $10 for the first and sec-
ond hours, then the same rates per
hour as for the canoes. Bill bases
these rates on two people using the
canoes or row boats; there’'s an
extra charge for a third person in
the boat.

Call Bill (359-0073) in advance if
you'd like to use an electric motor
with a row boat. He'll have its bat-
tery all charged up and waiting.
Paradise officially operates
through the months of daylight-
saving time, but actually shuts
down “when the creek ices over,”
Bill says.

The rowboat he built is based on
a work-boat design used in New
Haven Harbor in the late 1880's.
With its slightly curved front, it
was to row easily in both very shal-
low and deep water, making it per-
fect for the Piermont Marsh. Like
Bill himself, it has a sturdy, old-
fashioned look.

~ Greg Creedon
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Fall Leaf Pickup Scheduled,
Other Cleanup News

e Highway Department will begin picking up
leaves the first or second weeks of November. It
will stop Dec. 15.

Ray Holmes, the Department’s chief reminds resi-
dents to rake bulk leaves to the curb and to place
bagged leaves curbside. Sticks, stones, brush, clip-
pings or any other debris should be separated from
the leaves.

From October until April rubbish pickup is by
appointment only, says Ray. Don't bring your recy-
clables and junk to the village garage. The department
d(ies accept spent auto batteries and waste crankcase
oil.

Any questions? Call 359-1717 for more information.

Incidentally, the Rockland Solid Waste Management
will take a variety of hazardous household nasties at
their Pomona facility in October, November and
December. Call for dates. Acceptable materials include
pesticides, herbicides, household cleaners, paint,
gasoline and other awful stuff.

To make an appointment and get more info, call
them at 364-2444.

Wait A Minute Mr. Postman

very so often I feel a bit peevish, a bit Andy

Rooneyish, about small changes in the way

things are done. I feel that way about having a
Westchester postmark on my personal mail to friends
far away. Now that they’re shipping our out-of-town
mail cross-river, our postings don't even have the local
dignity of a Rockland postmark. Admittedly, before the
change, the mail was processed and postmarked in
Monsey — but at least that IS my county. Don't get me
started on the absence of even a Rockland SEMI-sec-
tion in the NY Times.

I remember receiving letters and looking first at the
stamp, then the postmark. The name of the town on
the postmark would evoke images and memories —
fantasies, if I'd never traveled there.

Because I'm so Piermont-proud I want my corre-
spondence to speak of where I'm from when the letter
is first pulled from the mailbox. “Piermont - isn't that
the little village near the south lot of that huge mall?”

Forget it.

Note: Vinnie, our Piermont postmaster says that
getting a Piermont postmark on your letters is still
possible — just go to the window at the post office and
ask for it to be hand-stamped. ~ Margaret Grace

AM¢/iCa Heuft

Shop/Gallery

A changing collection of
fine crafts, jewelry and art wearables
made in America

466 Piermont Ave. Piermont, NY 10968
(914) 359-0106

FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

AT YOUR ’
MONTHLY BILLING AVAILABLE
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Notes

e've spent many hours over
the last several months
preparing for the Library’s
Centennial celebration. It began
September 23, 100 years after
Melvil Dewey, Secretary of the Pub-
lic Libraries Department of the Uni-
versity of the State of New York,
signed the Certificate of Registry.
This document is the first official
piece of paper indicating the exis-
tence of “The Free Library of the
Piermont Improvement Associa-
tion.” That's the entity that eventu-
ally became the library we have
today. While we've turned up refer-
ences to earlier attempts to form a

library in Piermont, we've been
unable to link them directly to the
present institution., Nothing earlier
appears to have been registered
with the state. So we believe
September 23, 1896, is the signed
and sealed date of our beginning.

To celebrate 100 years of service
in Piermont, the Library Board and
the Friends of the Piermont Library
enlisted the help of many talented
residents in launching several pro-
jects.

We unveiled the first, in the
making for six months, to much
acclaim at the PCA’s Bluegrass Fair
on Labor Day. It is a permanent,

J

Gerhardt's Automotive Repair, Inc.

(914) 359-5900
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ROBERT ENO STUDIO

ROBERT SILARSKI, AIA
Fumniture JENNIFER A. ENO

Interiors

Textiles
505 MAIN STREET 121 N. Broadway
PIERMONT, NY 10968 Nyack, NY 10960
T 914.353.1112
F 914.353.1413
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traveling photographic history of
Piermont and the library from the
turn of the century. The six-panel
display concludes with an archi-
tect’s rendering of the site plan for
the new library. We will build it on
the west side of Flywheel Park.

Piermont photographer Sally
Savage, who has documented life
in the village for 40 years, was the
volunteer curator of the exhibit.
Paula Madawick designed the
show and Davis Crippen wrote the
text.

Longtime residents lent their
precious old photographs and post
cards for copying, and supplied
important dates: Sally delved into
her files, reprinting and dating
many old pictures of our past life.
There are shots of many great
parades, towers coming down,
restaurants burning and churches
replaced. Sally even caught a noto-
rious four-footed bread thief on
film as he plundered village
restaurants in the predawn hours.

Thanks are also due to Marge
Bauer, Howard and Ruth Brawner.
Fred Burrell, Tom Dow, Erin Mar-
tin, Mrs. Frances Pierson, Charlie
Samuels, Greg Tavarone and the
Reverend John Vandenoever of the
Reformed Church of Piermont.

Please call the library (359-
4595) for a schedule of where the
display will be exhibited or with
suggestions as to where we might
show it. We need volunteers to help
move it.

Also in the visual department:
Laura Nugent, an active member of
the Friends of the Piermont Library
who is an instructor at Fashion
Institute of Technology, has made
the colorful celebratory banners
hanging from the front porch.

For the morc athletic among us,

m————

a big event kicking off the year was
the Piermont Library Centennial
Walkathon, on September 28 to
raise funds for the new library.
Board member Margie Bauer orga-
nized it with the help of Mary Ann
Peoples. Thirteen Piermont busi-
nesses and organizations spon-
sored it.

A written history of Piermont
from 1its beginning as a colonial
settlement is in the final editing
stages and is due to be available on
December 1, just in time for holi-
day gift giving. It's been compiled
by Julie Jackson, who began with
“A Brief History of Piermont,” the
out-of-print booklet published in

OLD FORT COM®ORT PARK
Swim In ‘tgo Hudson River, Plermont, N. Y.

1976 for the national Bicentennial.
She corrected, restructured,
expanded and updated this, using
original documents, old papers
and other materials sequestered
away in many dusty corners of the
library.

Amply illustrated with pho-
tographs lent from local collec-
tions, it will be an important
contribution to our understanding
of where we have been. As some-
one quotable once said, that's vital
to an understanding of where we
are going. We expect to sell out the
initial edition of 2,000 quickly, so
get your copies early!

continued on next page
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Dolores A. James
Licensed Real Estate Broker

(914) 359-2685 Office
(914) 365-2505 Office
(914) 365-6382 Fax

540 Piermont Avenue
Piermont, N.Y. 10968

= PACKAGING DEPOTK >

Shipping Technologists
We Wrap, Pack, and Ship... the Right Way.

84 Rte. 303, Tappan

(914)359-0770
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Special Program
How To Buy a Personal Computer
Friday, Nov. 8, 7:30 p.m.

The gift giving season approaches,
and personal computers are likely to be
on many lists this year. Last year, for the
first time, more computers than television
sets were sold, and the trend will proba-
bly continue. In a lively 90-minute semi-
nar to be held in the Fellowship Hall of
the Reformed Church, Verne Becker will
explain in simple language how the vari-
ous components of a personal computer
work, and what you should know in order
to make a wise PC purchase. There will
be plenty of time available to answer
your questions.

Mr. Becker, who lives in Piermont,
teaches computer applications at Bergen
Community College. He is also a profes-
sional writer.

And last, but by no means least,
the theme of the Piermont Civic
Association’s annual dinner in
March will be the Library’s 100
years in Piermont.

Thanks go out to all the people
who have given and will give of
their time, funds, and expertise to
make this celebration possible.
Because of people like these, the
library, which a voluntary group of
citizens started to enrich the cul-
tural life of a small village in the
19th century, is now looking for-
ward to an exciting new century of
greater service in its new Flywheel
Park home.

m UPCOMING EVENTS

Art exhibits at the
Library this fall:

In September, LANDSCAPES OF
TWO COASTS, a show of paintings
in oil by Muriel Henriques, bright-
ened our upstairs hall gallery.
Muriel came to New York from her
native California in the 1940’s to
study at the Arts Students League,
later earning a Masters from NYU.
After a hiatus of many years dur-
ing which she raised a family, in
the 1980s she returned to San
Francisco and resumed painting.
She has come back to the East
Coast to be near her children and
has recently settled in Piermont.
She is now doing work inspired by
the landscape of the Hudson Val-
ley.
In October we show SELF POR-
TRAITS: Portraits by John Vande-
noever. John has been the pastor
of the Piermont Reformed Church
since 1988, but he is also an artist
and a musician. He studied art at
Queens College from 1986 to 1991
and has had exhibits of his work in
New York City, in Rockland
County, and in Thorpe, England.
His show will include paintings in
oil, drawings and assemblage.

November's display grew out of
the work on the Centennial display
and history of Piermont done this
year. Photos FROM THE COLLEC-
TION of GREG TAVARONE, who
has done an important job in locat-
ing and copying old photographs of
Piermont that were used in both
projects, will be on exhibit here.
Greg is an accomplished photogra-

pher with great enthusiasm for
preserving local history, and these
pictures are fascinating. Don't
miss them!

It's kind of hard to believe, but in
December we will have the SEV-
ENTH annual GIFT OF ART show.
It really does seem like just yester-
day that I sat down to write the
first letter to artists who had
exhibited here over the past few
years. I asked them for a donation
of a piece of art to sell at a Holiday
Open House to raise funds for our
new building. Now, these many
years later, we are on the brink of
beginning the new building, and
the GIFT OF ART show 1s stll
going strong.

Many of our loyal participants
have gone on to join galleries and
exhibit successfully widely. How-
ever, they continue to generously
give to the library and its commu-
nity in this way. We will hold the
OPEN HOUSE on Sunday, Decem-
ber 8, from 3 to 5 p.m., and feature
the famous hors d'oeuvres made
by Library Board members. Please
plan to join us for some holiday
cheer — and think about giving a
gift of art this year.

REMEMBER: the Library

has two personal comput-

ers, one with an Internet
connection (pmi@j51.com), a copy
machine, and a fax machine (365-
1423), all available to the public.
Hours are Monday through Friday
from 3-10 p.m. and Saturday and
Sunday from 1-5 p.m. For more
information, please call 359-4595.
~ Grace Mitchell

FAMILY PRACTICE

TELEPHONE (914) 353-0202
FAX @ (914) 353-3819

VICTORIA MEWS
48 NORTH BROADWAY
NVACK. NEW YORK 10060

OrFFiCE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

KENNETH B. SVENSSON, MD. PC. M ok
—— —  _ __ _  _ —————

E - &
BOONDOCHS

Patricia Lynn Boone. Proprietor
Boondocks. Inc 490 Piermont Avenue Priermont. New York 196X (914) 365 2221
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SPARKILL
EAST SIDE
AUTOMOTIVE
INC.

QUALITY USED CARS
SALES & SERVICE
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC CARS

914-359-2348

Washington Street
Sparkill, New York 10976

Abigail Rose and Lily Too
516 Piermont Avenue
Piermont, New York 10968

At the turn of the century, Ash Street, top, coming down from the railroad station, 914-359-4649
looked very much as it does today. However, Piermont Avenue, bottom, then lined
with with closely spaced trees, was much more pastoral. Both photos will be part . New Hours
of the Library exhibit and are from Greg Tavarone’s collection. ues-uia; %%gqb%ao
BOAR'S HEAD 914-365-2745
Hudson River Art Gallery
10 Roundhouse Road C ANZ ON A' s ET

Piermont, New York 10968
254 PIERMONT AVENUE
PIERMONT, N.Y. 10968

CusTom FRAMING

Jerry Loew Phone/Fax: 914-398-1242

CARL SR. & JR.
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COMMITTEE STUDY
continued from page 1

that the cost of the proposed force
not be based on assessed property
values but on some other yard-
stick, like the number of roads
patrolled or the number of calls
made. From the subcommittee’s

perspective, this demand, which
heavily favors Grand View taxpay-
ers, would be unfair to the other
villages. The report calls it “a virtu-
ally insurmountable problem.”

Another problem is terrain. With
most calls coming from downtown
Piermont to the south and the
Franklin Avenue/Cedar Hill and
Nyack College areas of South
Nyack to the north, the distances
between these venues seemed too
far for a small force to effectively
Cover.

Another obstacle concerns the
headquarters. Each village would
probably want it, but neither now
has a police headquarters large
enough to accommodate a bigger
force without being severely
stretched. So the combined
department would soon need an
expensive new facility.

The subcommittee also judged
that while Grand View and South
Nyack are almost completely
developed and have limited avail-
able acreage, Piermont has large
tracts of raw land on 9W that may
eventually add to its tax ratables.
The result could be that Piermont
subsidizes the other villages
because of its higher income from
taxes, without getting more police
presence in return.

After studying the possibility of a
unified police force between Pier-
mont, Grand View and South

Nyack, the group concluded that
“such a riverfront police depart-
ment would not be feasible.”

Merger with Orangetown
Police Department

Another scenario emerged as the
subcommittee looked at the impli-
cations of a merger with Orange-
town’s Police Department.
(Piermont, like every village in the
State, has the legal right to dis-
band its police force anytime.
Then. Orangetown would auto-
matically take over.)

In conversations with Orange-

town Chief Homer Wanamaker and -

Captain Kevin Nulty, the subcom-
mittee sought to learn how a
merger would impact Piermont. If
there was a merger, the officers
said that they would suggest that
Orangetown create a new patrol
area. It would have six or seven
officers and include Piermont and
other areas. They would recom-
mend a patrol car, but they gave
no assurance that it would be in or
near Piermont at any given time.
They would assign patrol person-
nel out of Orangetown on a rotat-
ing basis.

The officers said they'd recom-
mend assigning a community
police officer to Piermont who
would address the specific needs
of the community. However, there
would be no manned substation,
unless Piermont provided a room
for occasional meetings or inter-
views, and no assurance of a foot
or bicycle patrol. They stressed
that although they would recom-
mend these things to the Town
Board, only the Board could
authorize the budget for the new

patrol area. There was no guaran-
tee of additional personnel and
equipment.

Asked to be as specific as possi-
ble about the coverage that Pier-
mont could expect under such an
arrangement, the Orangetown offi-
cers conceded that they always
send police personnel where they
need them most. Piermont could
wind up getting fewer patrols than
higher-crime areas in larger com-
munities, like Nyack and Pearl
River.

The officials warned that new
areas could require more police
attention than Piermont. They
pointed to increased traffic and
commercialization along the Route
303 corridor and development on
large tracts like the Magee prop-
erty, Flintkote, Volkswagen and
the former Rockland Psychiatric
Center. All these, when developed,
might siphon police coverage from
more trouble-free areas like Pier-
mont.

The subcommittee then met
with Kenneth Flatto, Orangetown'’s
Director of Finances. It wanted to
learn what Piermont’s police costs
would be under a merger com-
pared with what they now are.

Piermont’s current police budget
is approximately $750,000. That
amounts to $1,221 a year for a
house assessed at $300,000. If
Orangetown took over the police,
the cost to the owner of the same
Piermont house would be $875,
representing a tax savings of $346,
according to a follow-up letter
Flatto sent the subcommittee.

However, his figures are based
on the Town's budgeting $650,000
for a new patrol area, not the larger
amount actually spent by Pier-

Office Hours By Appointment

AD,
VINCENT L. FERRARA, DM D.

l Piermont Landing
Piermont, NY 10968
Telephone: (914) 359-6315

225 Ash Street

450 Piermont Avenue

Piermont, New York 10968
LUANNE HENDERSON

The Male Hole

of Piermont

Unique Gifts

(914) 365-2154
LYNN BOONE:
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mont. If Orangetown’s hypotheti-
cal outlay is increased by
$100,000 to match Piermont's

for permits.
It also suggested that the mer-
chants take over their own security

actual expense, the tax savings for needs, as is done in shopping
the owner of the $300,000 Pier- malls, by employing private secu-
mont house sinks to $210. rity personnel to patrol the parking
lots and help visitors. When we

Recommendations need extra police for special

The subcommittee judged that
the question of giving up the cer-
tain benefits of Piermont’s locally-
controlled, full-time police
presence for an uncertain, anony-
mous future with Orangetown was
virtually a non-issue.

events, it suggested that the village
require the groups sponsoring
those events to pay for the police
overtime or to provide private secu-
rity and parking patrols.

Finally, the police subcommittee
recommended that the Mayor
establish a commission or review

“Simply stated,” the report board. It would meet regularly with 222 Ash St.
reads, “to disband a police force the Police Chief, to insure that Piermont, NY 10968
which recognizes the community there is no unnecessary overtime (
and the community’s needs and is  and that his officers properly cover 914) 365-3916

a constant presence in the area,
for a savings of approximately
$200 to $350 per household, does
not seem to be a good investment.”

To cut Piermont police costs, the
subcommittee suggested using
more part-time officers during fes-
tivals, fairs, carnivals and summer
weekends, plus a civilian patrol on
avolunteer basis. For example, the
patrol could advise visitors of
parking rules and regulations,
chalk-mark tires of violators who
overstay their permitted parking
time, and check cars on the pier

all areas of the Village. It did not
mean this suggestion as a reflec-
tion on the Chief, who is doing a
very professional job. The report
said it would free up additional
time for him to handle other mat-
ters and have a greater presence
on the street.

The police subcommittee mem-
bers included Lynn Boone, Robert
Cone, Ken Melia and Marjorie
Smith. The chairman was John
Gallucci.

~ Bob Cone

CIBELLE
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499 PIERMONT AVE., PIERMONT, N.Y. 10968 914-359-2892

IT'S MORE THAN BEAUTY ““IT’S SERVICE”

r - m———

¢F = SANDERS
| Properties

166 Main Street

Inc « Nyack NY 10960

David Sanders, CRS, GRI
Licensed Real Estate Broker, President

FULL SERVICE SALON

FEATURING:

HAIR CUTTING & DESIGN Il N
BRAIDING & SPECIALTY STYLING
BODY WAVING
CUSTOM & CORRECTIVE COLORING
MANICURE & PEDICURE
BODY WAXING

Phone: (914) 358-7200 Fax: (914) 358-4140

YOUR NEXT APPOINTMENT We make selling easy & buying smart.
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A View From The North

s a former Piermonter now
Alr“eslding quite happily in
for more than a year,
I find myself in a curious situation.
Although I'm in downtown Pier-
mont for one reason or another
nearly as often as I was when I
lived there, 1 sometimes feel as
though I'm a half step off to the
side of Piermont’s powerful collec-
tive psyche. It's an interesting
position to inhabit, offering as it
does a degree of objectivity, and
has sometimes led me to ruminate
on what I miss most about Pier-
mont:

 Ferry Road and the Marsh: Two
places that cannot be dupli-
cated in terms of providing a
clear idea of what a “river
town” means, and that require
vigilant attention to maintain.
¢ A cohesive Main Street: Pier-

mont Avenue where, by acci-
dent or by design, a near-com-
plete agglomeration of
buildings and shopfronts exist
that, with remarkably few
exceptions, actually relate to
one another architecturally
and make up a whole far
greater than the sum of its
parts

e The bommuntty Market and

Cafe Portofino: It's not that I
don’t use them now, it's just
that I can't walk to them. And
that, to me, is well worth miss-

ing.
e A relatively complete absence

of anonymity: Having a walk
into town become an hour-
long digression with friends
and acquaintances wreaks
havoc on the schedule. but is
good for the soul.

» Knowing most of the cops in

town by name: A comfortable
atmosphere of security that is
increasingly rare across the
country.

« Solitude: The nearly complete
absence of human-generated
sound on one of Piermont’s
back streets, latc on a weckday
summer evening.

That said, the natural follow-up
would be what I don't particularly
miss about Piermont:

s The buildings at the Landing:
Observing on a daily basis
Nyack's near-textbook exam-
ple of what not to do in a pier
development has only height-
ened my interest in the
remaining possibilities inher-
ent in the Landing and
increased my disappointment
in how little advantage to date

Molly Mason Samett Associates,- Inc.
118 Main Street
Tappan, New York 359-4940
gt
2 /,\“r;
i T '—//;;; N ' ';_C.
8 - |
2T = i Prescription Centers
[ i B ) OFFERS YOU
- - e 4
(00, i ¢ Senior Citizen Discounts
¢ 'REE Monthly Health Screening
L (1 % * I'REE Consultation
P * We accept most insurance plans including:
. EPIC, PAID, PCS, MEDICAID, etc.
’:FK\Q/ S p— A . N = Ask about transferring your prescriptions
r1?>}-:1 : o J 1
, 7 -3 \ . x Give us a call or stop by
1 Sa | or a Free Pri ! [
. IJ e ;g f ee Price Quote
I Fevsay Ry NRE STl The Medicine Shoppe OAK TREE RD
N = 7 B Al
! - : — () ‘ 86 Route 303 ?cllg
L Y Tappan, NY 10983 e ¥ ||w
THITYTTS SaEsie i e e (914 365-3800 Medcoe |3
e : - e
UNIOUE AND WONDERFUL PROPERTIES Steve Whiting, R.Ph.
\

14




